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MÍCHEÁL Ó MUIRCHEARTAIGH

“Sean Óg Ó Hailpín.... his 
father’s from Fermanagh, his 
mother’s from Fiji, neither a 
hurling stronghold.”

Mícheál Ó Muircheartaigh is a great voice, 
national treasure, great man and the most 
popular personality in the history of  the 
GAA and Irish sporting culture. Mícheál 
is the public voice of  the GAA with his 
uniquely entertaining and often bilingual 
commentaries. In a career that has spanned 
six decades he has come to be regarded as the 
´YRLFH�RI �*DHOLF�JDPHV�µ�+LV�SUROLÀF�FDUHHU�
has earned him a place in Guinness World 
Records.

Mícheál was born in Dún Síon just outside Dingle, County Kerry in 
1930. He was the fourth child in a family of  eight. In September 1945, he 
began studying to be a teacher. In early March 1949, Mícheál along with 
ten other students from the college, and several from other colleges, did 
a test commentary on a hurling game at Croke Park. Each student had 
WR�FRPPHQWDWH�IRU�ÀYH�PLQXWHV�LQ�,ULVK�DQG�WKH�PRVW�VXFFHVVIXO�ZRXOG�EH�
selected for further commentary work. Mícheál had never seen a game of  
hurling before in his life but nevertheless he was the one selected and his 
ÀUVW�DVVLJQPHQW�ZDV�WR�SURYLGH�DQ�DOO�,ULVK�FRPPHQWDU\�RQ�WKH������5DLOZD\�
&XS�ÀQDO�RQ�6W��3DWULFN·V�'D\�

+H� FRQWLQXHG� WHDFKLQJ� XS� XQWLO� WKH� ����V�� ZKHQ� KH� EHFDPH� D� IXOO�WLPH�
broadcaster with RTE. For the early part of  his broadcasting career 
Mícheál commentated on Minor GAA matches, in the Irish language. In 
WKH�PLG�����V�0tFKHiO�2·+HKLU�UHWLUHG�DQG�Ð�0XLUFKHDUWDLJK�WRRN�RYHU�DV�
the station’s premier radio commentator. He developed his own inimitable 
style of  commentary and his accent is unmistakably that of  a native Irish 
VSHDNHU��+H�LV�D�WUXH�ORYHU�RI �*DHOLF�$WKOHWLF�$VVRFLDWLRQ�DQG�LW�LV�UHÁHFWHG�
in the enthusiasm he brings to matches. Mícheál became legendary in 
Ireland for his unusual turns of  phrase and that made him a much loved 
broadcaster and often imitated character. 

2Q�6HSWHPEHU����������0tFKHiO�DQQRXQFHG�KLV�UHWLUHPHQW�IURP�EURDGFDVWLQJ��
7KH� ODVW� $OO�,UHODQG� KH� FRPPHQWDWHG� RQ�ZDV� WKH� �����$OO�,UHODQG� 6HQLRU�
)RRWEDOO�&KDPSLRQVKLS�)LQDO�RQ�WKH���WK�RI �6HSWHPEHU��������2Q�2FWREHU�
���� ����� LW�ZDV�DQQRXQFHG� WKDW� WKH��QG�,QWHUQDWLRQDO�5XOHV� WHVW�DW�&URNH�
3DUN�ZRXOG�EH�0tFKHiO·V�ÀQDO�EURDGFDVW�DV�FRPPHQWDWRU�RQ�57e�5DGLR����



The Celtic Tenors
The Celtic Tenors have captivated 
audiences throughout the world since 
their arrival on the music scene in 
2000. What began just a few years ago 
as three very talented friends gathering 
has since exploded into an international 
recording and touring phenomenon that 
transcends the trio’s classical roots and 
embraces folk, pop and various other 
dimensions of  the musical spectrum. With a total album sales worldwide of  over 
one million and over two million in ticket sales alone as well as a full international 
touring schedule, the Celtic Tenors have become the most successful classical 
crossover artists to emerge from Ireland. They have topped the charts in the USA, 
Canada, Germany, the UK and Ireland. While each of  The Celtic Tenors have been 
LQÁXHQFHG�E\� WKH�PXVLFDO� WUDGLWLRQV� IURP� WKHLU�RZQ� LQGLYLGXDO�SDUWV�RI � ,UHODQG�
²�'DU\O�6LPSVRQ��-DPHV�1HOVRQ�DQG�0DWWKHZ�*LOVHQDQ�VKRZ�JUHDW�ÁH[LELOLW\� LQ�
melding their voices to suit the appropriate classical, folk, Irish and pop genres. 

DEBRA IRELAND
DEBRA Ireland is the national charity 
established in 1988 to provide patient 
support services and to drive research into 
treatments and cures for those living with 
the genetic skin condition, Epidermolysis 
Bullosa (EB). Patients who have EB, have 
skin that is as delicate and fragile as the wings 
RI �D�EXWWHUÁ\��DQG� MXVW�DV�HDVLO\�GDPDJHG��
The condition is extremely painful and 
leads to disability and deformity. Many 
of  our patients who survive childhood 
face the frightening reality that they could 
develop a very aggressive form of  skin 
cancer, due to the constant breakdown of  
their skin.

While DEBRA Ireland is striving to 
ÀQG� HIIHFWLYH� WUHDWPHQWV� DQG� XOWLPDWHO\�
a cure for EB, we are very aware that 
our patients have urgent and specialised 
requirements.  We endeavor to meet these 
needs by providing families living with this 
devastating condition with support through 
our patient care channels, such as EB 
Family Support Worker, EB Nurse Liaison 
Service, EB Clinics which are available in 
Our Lady’s Children’s Hospital in Crumlin 
and St. James Hospital, information, 
advice, equipment and respite holidays. 
'(%5$� ,UHODQG� DOVR� IXQGV� VSHFLÀF�
research programmes in Ireland, the UK 
and the USA into wound healing, skin 
cancer in EB patients and gene therapy, in 
WKH� KRSH� RI � ÀQGLQJ� HIIHFWLYH� WUHDWPHQWV�
and ultimately a cure for EB. Fundraising 
and donations are vital so that DEBRA 
Ireland can fund services for patients and 
families living with EB. 

For further information go to:
www.debraireland.org

7+(�+,/721�)281'$7,21
Hilton in the Community Foundation was 
registered in 2000 as the charitable trust 
for Hilton Hotels. Since then, more than 
£8 million has been raised and donated 
to good causes. Hilton in the Community 
Foundation is dedicated to making a real 
difference to those most in need, wherever 
Hilton Worldwide operates. Through 
targeted grant-giving, the aim of  the 
Foundation is to support smaller charities 
that might otherwise be overlooked. Under 
the remits of  education and health, the 
Foundation has a particular focus on: 
disabled children; children in hospital; 
homelessness and life-limited children in 
hospices.

In 2010, the Foundation donated over £1 
million to numerous good causes, including 
Calum’s Cabin, Panathlon Foundation, 
Dukes Barn, UNICEF, With Kids and 
many more. The Hilton Worldwide Hotels 
DQG�RIÀFHV�FDQ�DOVR�QRPLQDWH�ORFDO�FKDULWLHV�
to receive 50% of  the money raised by 
colleagues (in the UK and Ireland, the 
remaining 50% being distributed through 
our central grant process) and 100% (in 
FRQWLQHQWDO� (XURSH��� EHQHÀWLQJ� FDXVHV�
such as LPC Belgique, Special Olympics 
Deutschland e.V., Licht ins Dunkel, 
Stichting Spieren voor Spieren, Artists 
for Kids GmbH and many more. Hilton 
Hotels Ireland Ltd has chosen DEBRA 
Ireland as the nominated charity for 2011. 

For further information go to:
ZZZ�KLOWRQ�IRXQGDWLRQ�RUJ�XN

ENTERTAINMENT

Feedback
Hailing from tKH�:LFNORZ�0RXQWDLQV�DQG�WKH�ÁDWODQGV�RI �.LOGDUH��)HHGEDFN�FDPH�
together in September 2010 to put their own slant on the music of  today and 
the traditional songs of  the past.  Feedback is made up of  Jerry McEvoy (Guitar 
& Vocals), Shaney Cogan (Guitar, Tin Whistle & Vocals), Dave McEvoy (Bass 
Guitar) and Beefy Menahan (Beat Box & Bodhrn). 
For further information on the band please contact Dave on 087 8337614.



Over the course of  the evening each table will have a chance to win one of  
RXU�IDQWDVWLF�UDIÁH�SUL]HV��<RXU�WDEOH�ZLOO�EH�DSSURDFKHG�E\�RQH�RI �RXU�VWDII �
members to whom you can give your donation envelope for entry in to the 
UDIÁH��$�SUL]H�ZLOO�EH�FKRVHQ�DW�UDQGRP�DQG�WKH�UDIÁH�ZLOO�WDNH�SODFH�IURP�
the comfort of  your table.

�� 2 nights B&B & one evening meal at Hotel Westport, Co. Mayo 
�� 2 nights B&B & one evening meal at Adare Manor, Co. Limerick 
�� ��QLJKWV�%	%�	�RQH�HYHQLQJ�PHDO�DW�5LW]�&DUOWRQ�5HVRUW��(QQLVNHUU\
�� 2 nights B&B & one evening meal at Abbey Court Hotel, Nenagh, Co. Tipperary  
�� 2 nights B&B & one evening meal at Hilton Glasgow  
�� 2 nights B&B & one evening meal at Mount Juliet Resort, Kilkenny 
�� 2 nights B&B & one evening meal at Hilton Dundee/St. Andrews Coast
�� 1 night B&B & dinner at Hilton Templepatrick, UK
�� 2 nights B&B & one evening meal at Hilton London, Kensington
�� 2 nights B&B & one evening meal at Hilton Dunkeld
�� 2 nights B&B & one evening meal at Hilton Blackpool 
�� 2 nights B&B & one evening meal at Hilton Aberdeen Treetops 
�� 2 nights B&B & one evening meal at Hilton Coylumbridge, Aviemore
�� 2 nights B&B at Hilton Newcastle, Gateshead
�� 2 nights B&B & one evening meal at Hilton Edinburgh Caledonian
�� 2 nights B&B at Hilton Olympia, London
�� Afternoon Tea for two at the Shelbourne Hotel
�� Dinner for two including wine at The Merrion Hotel, Dublin 2
�� Dinner for two at Four Seasons Hotel
�� €100 Paddy Power voucher
�� 4 tickets to the Gaiety Theatre
�� Dinner for 2 including house wine at Fire Restaurant
�� €200 worth Hamper from Hampers and Co.
�� Food hamper from Avoca shop
�� Champagne 2-day weekend voucher for 2 Full Board (dinner on arrival to lunch 

on departure) & access to thermal suite at SeaSpa in Kellys Hotel
�� Digital Camcorder “Flip Video”
�� 1 night B&B in the Dingle Skellig Hotel, Co. Kerry
�� 1 night B&B in any of  the Carlton Hotels located around Ireland

�� A Jersey Signed by Kilkenny Hurling GAA Team
�� Two walk-on/non-speaking appearances in the Street, McCoys Pub, 

Vinos, The Station or Hungry Pig scenes on Fair City
�� A Jersey Signed by Dublin GAA Team
�� Lunch with Eamon Dunphy in Alex Restaurant in Conrad Hotel
�� A Jersey Signed by Irish Rugby Team

RAFFLE PRIZES $8&7,21�,7(06

7+$1.�<28

We would like to thank all our sponsors and supporters for their kind 
generosity:

We would like to extend our grateful appreciation to our MCs on the night, 
Liam Hayes and Clare McNamara, for their time and professionalism.  

Special thank you to all the committee members for their time and all the 
KDUG�ZRUN�RYHU�WKH�ODVW�IHZ�PRQWKV�²�/L]�&DKDODQH��3HWHU�%\UQH��<YRQQH�
Brady, Gerard O’Donoghue, Mark O’Toole and Michael Herbert. 

Finally, this night would not have been possible without the generosity of  
the Hilton Foundation and we would like to thank management and staff  
of  Conrad Hotel and all their suppliers. We would also like to say a huge 
thank you to  all of  the guests who have attended on the night. 
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“He grabs the sliothar, he’s on the 50........he’s on the 

40........he’s on the 30.......he’s on the ground” 

“Anthony Lynch the Cork 

corner back will be the last 

person to let you down - his 

people are undertakers”

´,Q�WKH�ÀUVW�KDOI �WKH\�
SOD\HG�ZLWK�WKH�ZLQG��
,Q�WKH�VHFRQG�KDOI �WKH\�
SOD\HG�ZLWK�WKH�EDOOµ�“Pat Fox has it on his 

hurl and is motoring 

well now ... but here                                                                                                                                             

comes Joe Rabbitte hot 

on his tail ...... I’ve seen 

it all now, a Rabbitte 

chasing a Fox around 

Croke Park!”

“Colin Corkery on the 45 lets go with the right boot. Its over the 

bar. This man shouldn’t be playing football. He’s made an almost 

Lazarus-like recovery from a heart condition. Lazarus was a 

great man but he couldn’t kick points like Colin Corkery”.

“Teddy looks at the ball, the 

ball looks at Teddy” 


